
Taking care of thirsty vines 
 
Pre-harvest irrigation does not need to be excessively technical, it just needs to be well monitored and 
maintained. 
 
With many factors demanding growers’ attention prior to vintage it is, therefore, easy for the good 
irrigation practices that have been well managed during the growing season to slip down the priority list. 
 
To keep to a regular irrigation schedule is important so that fruit moisture levels don’t fall away. By late 
summer the vines are carrying a full crop and canopy resulting in a high water requirement. It is 
especially important to maintain irrigation levels in white varieties, as water stress can lead to leaf fall, 
which can in turn lead to unwanted sun exposure. A heat wave late in the growing season has the 
ability to accentuate this leaf loss and increase the amount of sun burn to exposed fruit. 
 
Soil moisture is critical before a heat wave so that during a heat wave the vine is able to take up water 
from the soil and have sufficient transpiration to prevent fruit and leaves from over heating. Fruit that is 
unable to transpire fast enough too maintain a cool temperature will literally stew on the vine  and may 
be more susceptible to fungal infection.         
      
Just as important as applying irrigation, is ensuring that the water is reaching its intended destination. 
Dripper tubes can easily be damaged during the season during machinery operations, and ultra violet 
light during the summer will degrade the  plastic components, which can then be pulled apart by the 
shrinking of the dripper tube on cold nights, or blown apart by water pressure during irrigations. Faults in 
irrigation lines may result in vines being under or over watered, increased disease pressure and weed 
growth. It is also import to check all blocks have irrigated as scheduled, as a faulty solenoid during a 
critical irrigation can have severe consequences. 
 

All things infield 

+ Take another look at Vineyard Management 
The Benefits: Seasonal maintenance, operations co-ordination and supervision, crop 
estimation and maturity sampling,  pest and disease monitoring, irrigation 
scheduling, budget management and progress reporting, scheduled meetings, 
HACCP approved chemical program and annual reporting. 
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Irrigation flushing and maintenance 
 
The ideal time to service your irrigation system is when you don’t need to use it on a regular basis.  
 
Before irrigation commences, we also recommend flushing to rid your irrigation system of mineral 
deposits and harmful bacteria. Before flushing it is advisable to run the irrigation system and visually 
inspect for leaks. Once leaks have been repaired it is also worth checking to ensure the irrigation block is 
operating at the correct pressure.  Low pressure may result in sections being under watered, and overly 
high water pressure can increase leaks and cause over-irrigation. 
 
Once the operating pressure of the system is correct it is also worth checking the flow rate of the 
irrigation block against the designed flow rate, particularly in drip irrigated vineyards. A reduced flow 
rate can indicate a large number of blocked drippers, and an increased flow rate can indicate that the 
drippers have perished.   
 
The requirement for irrigation flushing depends on a range of factors; water quality, the level of filtration 
in the system, amount of irrigation water applied per season and type of irrigation system. Dripper 
systems require thorough flushing, micro-sprinklers require less, while overhead and flood irrigation will 
require minimal flushing.  
 
 

Ch..ch..ch changes - our revised Trading Terms for 2016 
 

1. GST is additional to all quoted charges. 
2. A minimum three-hour charge applies to all vineyard operations. 
3. Infield will not be liable for any loss, damage, or expense incurred by the grower if the services were 

unable to be undertaken due to circumstances beyond its control. 
4. Infield reserves the right to cease operations should conditions be deemed unsafe or unsuitable, and 

as a result, will not be liable for any loss, damage or expenses incurred by the client. 
5. Where volume discounted rates have been negotiated and the agreed work is unable to be carried 

out, Infield reserves the right to charge a standard hourly rate on the portion of the work carried out. 
6. Payment terms are 7 days for work involving sub-contractor labour and 14 days for other operations. 
7. Infield reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue balances at the Commonwealth Bank 

overdraft rate plus 6% per annum compounding monthly until the date the payment is received in 
full. An additional fee of $150 may be incurred for the collection of overdue amounts. 

8. Invoices are issued on the understanding that the customer is solely responsible for payment of the 
invoice and any late payment penalties incurred. 

9. Third party arrangements will only be entered into prior to work commencing, and then only with the 
written consent of all parties and after relevant credit checks have been undertaken. 

10. Payments may be made direct to our bank account. The banking details appear on our invoices. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT OPERATOR TIME COVERS TIME SPENT TRAVELLING TO YOUR SITE AND RETURN, LOADING 

AND UNLOADING MACHINERY AND SETTING UP ON-SITE. 
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+ Pest and disease monitoring 
This service involves regular vineyard inspections to allow 
for effective control measures.   
 
An all inclusive charge applies for monitoring, reporting 
and recommendations. 

+ Vine spraying programs 
Follow up fungicide and insect pest spraying according to the 
seasonal needs of your vineyard and targeting specific pests, 
diseases and nutritional deficiencies identified in monitoring and 
testing. Infield keeps a record of all chemicals used on your 
vineyard. Hourly charges apply. 

Spring into action 

+ Weed control 
Take control of weeds that may impact on vine health over the summer 
months, by following up the weed control program started during late 
winter. 
 
Choose from herbicide spraying or under-vine cultivation and mowing. 

Putting the natural into fertiliser 
 
Natural Fertilisers supplies straw based chicken manure in locations north of Adelaide, Barossa Valley, 
Riverland, York Peninsula and now to the Adelaide Hills. 

Chicken litter is a rich source of organic carbon and nitrogen and contains trace elements commonly 
deficient in many cropping soils. It also provide for building reserves of carbon for improved water holding 
capacity and overall soil health. 

One satisfied customer, Ben Marshman, crops 2700 hectares near Owen in the mid-north, and sees the 
chicken litter that Natural Fertilisers supply as a convenient method of providing a blanket application of 
nutrients to his land. Growing bread wheat, beans, lentils and canola, Ben has used litter to even out yield 
variation across paddocks with good results. 

Senior viticulturist Ben Cooke confirms similar results using chicken litter in the Adelaide Hills, including 
vineyards in Echunga, Clarendon, Balhannah and Forreston. Applied during winter, the product is 
broadcast in the mid-row and undervine. “As both a soil conditioner and its range of enrichment 
properties, growers appreciate the value for money this product brings” Ben said, “and it is weed neutral”. 

Natural Fertilisers has access to the litter all year round and with direct delivery, clients can have access to 
stockpiles and take advantage of farm gate prices. We also have a specialised spreader for hire. 

All sales enquiries should be directed to Mark Jones on 0417 853 032 
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+ Sunshine and flavour  
The Catinari family are bringing a little of their Tuscan heritage 
with them to the Southern Fleurieu. 
 
Deep ripping commenced at their Port Elliott site earlier this 
month. Managing Director, Tom Ayers, says that he is hopeful 
that their choice of Montepulciano vines  will result in a very 
successful venture into growing wine grapes, and help retain this 
region’s market share among wine producers.  
 
Montepulciano vines are only grown by a handful of producers 
in Australia and generally little is known about this variety which 
produces a typically full-bodied wine with a deep red colour, 
both spicy and plummy in flavour. 
 
Daniel Zuzolo, of DZ Wine Consulting was happy to refer 
Infield to the Catinari family to develop their site.  
 

+ From vine to limited edition wine 
The Adelaide Advertiser reported this month that the grapes grown at 
the National Wine Centre vineyard  were at last turned into wine with the production of 1200 
bottles of care-fully crafted limited edition wines. 
 
Infield has been proud of its association with this tiny city vineyard and has provided management 
and maintenance services since its inception in 2011. 
 
This complements Managing Director, Tom Ayers, long association with the University of Adelaide in 
his capacity as guest lecturer and principal viticulture consultant for Infield. 
 

The final word 

+ LBAM Control and bio-diversity 
Some years ago Infield pioneered the use of buckwheat to promote vineyard bio-diversity in 
Australia. 
 
Overseas research had indicated that buckwheat had outstanding potential to create a 
favourable environment for beneficial insects. 
 
Excited by the results of his Adelaide Hills trials, Tom quickly got to work on highlighting the benefits 
and cost-savings to local wine grape growers. They include: 
 

 Protection from LBAM infestation after the chemical control window closes 

 Reduction in the use of insecticides 

 Longterm investment in the biodiversity of your vineyard 
 
Want to find out more? See our article on the Infield Facebook page; our new-look website or call 
Tom on 0417 395 325. 
 

Deep ripping at Port Elliott 
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